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Many Sacramento residents may associate Shirley Burman with her very 
popular photographic programs on women in railroading. She has writ-
ten or co-authored several books and numerous articles on the subject 
and has received several awards for her work. Indeed, if there were an 
Academy Award for railroad photography, Shirley and her late husband, 

photographer Richard Steinheimer, would surely be top contenders. 

From 1978 to 1984 Burman worked for California State Parks, assigned 
to  document the construction of the California State Railroad Museum 
and the restoration of its rolling stock. When that job ended, Burman 
—a Sacramento resident—continued photographing what she had begun 
in the late 1960s until Southern Pacific closed the rail yards in 1999. As 
a freelancer then, she realized that these photos were not at all profit-
able, but “oh so much fun and good for the soul.” Join us on Tuesday, 
April 22, at 7 PM to see the rebuilding of Old Sacramento, the rail 
yards from the early days until closure, and the construction of a rep-
lica of the Globe, the 1833 brig abandoned on the Sacramento water-
front during the Gold Rush. Come early for the best parking and seat-

ing! Guests are always welcome. 

SCHS Event: Tuesday April 22, 7:00 PM (Social Time, 6:30)                                                                       

Shirley Burman: Sutter’s Town & Me—A Photo History of Select Cityscapes,1960s-90s                                 

Sierra Sacramento Valley Medical Society Building, 5380 Elvas Ave., Sacramento 

SCHS Event: Tuesday May 27, 7:00 PM (Social Time, 6:30)                                                                         

C.J. Castaneda & L. Simpson: River City and Valley Life—An Environmental History of the Sacramento Region                                          

Sierra Sacramento Valley Medical Society Building, 5380 Elvas Ave., Sacramento 

Sam Brannan Building, 1971.                                         

   S. Burman ©2014 

CSU Sacramento history professors Christopher Castaneda and Lee Simpson 

have collaborated to edit what looks to be an enticing  collection of essays 

by a distinguished group of historians. The essays explore what makes the 

city of Sacramento unique. This environmental history of Sacramento pro-

vides a compelling case study of urban and suburban development in Cali-

fornia and the American West.  

As the contributors show, Sacramento has seen its landscape both ravaged 

and reborn. Blighted areas, rail yards, and riverfronts have been reclaimed, 

and parks and green spaces created and expanded as Sacramento’s identity 

continues to evolve. Moving beyond its Gold Rush, Transcontinental Rail-

road, and government-town heritage, Sacramento remains a city and region 

deeply rooted in its natural environment.  

The evening promises a fascinating view of the history of Sacramento. Mem-

bers and guests are welcome. Books will be available for purchase and sign-

ing afterward. Come early to meet, greet, and perhaps enjoy a treat. 
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Photo Highlights of SCHS Awards Night, 2014                                

Photos by Robert LaPerriere 

Bodacious Bombshell ‘Chappelle’ recreates 1920s burlesque.   

The Bombshells were having fun, and so was the audience. 

 
Top: Sacramento History Museum Gold Rush Program volun-

teers (from left) Becci Hanna, Kathy Brunetti, and Debbie 

Sockolov are congratulated by SCHS President Greg Voelm 

as they accept the Award of Excellence in Education for the  

Museum’s Gold Rush Program. Bottom: Some of the eve-

ning’s 104  attendees, very few of whom left early.  

YOU’RE INVITED! 

Old Sacramento SHP General Plan/EIR 

Including the rail line from Old Sacramento to Hood 

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 

Tuesday, April 25, 6 PM to 8 PM 

Stanford Gallery  

111 “I” St., Old Sacramento 

Last chance to discuss issues and give input 

before the State Parks Commission votes     

on this project on May 2  

SCHS Hires Two Interns 

The Sacramento County Historical Society has 

hired two interns. Teresa Anselmo, a UC Davis stu-

dent,  will be assisting with marketing and mem-

bership. Ashley Franklin, about to graduate from 

the CSU Sacramento Public History Master’s Pro-

gram, will assist with the newsletter.  

Anselmo is a history and anthropology major who  

loves to extend her learning opportunities beyond 

the classroom. She has served as webmaster for 

two organizations, served as an officer in others, 

raised funds for several others, and worked some 

part-time jobs, while maintaining a very high GPA. 

Franklin has held student jobs at the CSUS Special 

Collections and University Archives, California 

State Parks, the CSUS History Department, and the 

Hellenic Studies Center. She has just been ac-

cepted at San Jose State beginning this fall to pur-

sue a career as an archivist. 
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A Sacramento Burlesque:                                            

Summing Up the History                                       

by Dave Reingold 

Editor’s Note:  Not everyone could attend this event, and 

some who were there didn’t have time to look over Dave’s 

exhibits. At my request Dave has described some highlights 

of both his exhibit contents and William Burg’s talk. 

In 1849 the Eagle Theater became the first Sacra-
mento entertainment venue. As Sacramento grew, 
so too did its desire for entertainment. The famous 
(or infamous) Lola Montez, lived in Grass Valley for 
a time and performed her racy “Spider Dance” in 

Sacramento about 1853.  

Burlesque shows began as stage plays, including 
singers, a chorus, and dancers, and intending to 
make a subject appear ridiculous with an incongru-
ous style. Women sometimes wore body stockings or 
tights to add a bit of titillation. By the early 1900s it 
was sketch comedy with striptease acts.  
   
American burlesque began in New York in the 1840s. 
By the 1870s, rail travel made it possible for bur-
lesque entertainers to appear on the West Coast. In 
1880, J. Herbert Mack came to San Francisco where 
he created The California Minstrels. By 1902, Mack 
had come to Sacramento where he produced bur-
lesque shows at the Capitol Theater. Soon after, 
there were other burlesque theaters, among them 

The Rio, The Alameda, and The Majestic. 

The striptease was first performed around 1905, 
just about the time burlesque was turning to more 
sketch comedy. Sketch comedy uses gags such as 
slapstick, a pie in the face, or a charged seltzer 
bottle. Sexual innuendo was often conveyed through 
visual double-entendre with props such as pickles, 

bananas, and the like.  

From the late 1920s through the mid-1960s, as more 
comics left burlesque for film and TV, the choruses 
were eliminated, and burlesque shows came to be 
mostly striptease dancers. Dancers began to pro-
gressively wear less and suggest more, leading to 
full nudity as the norm by the 1960s and beyond. 
With many military facilities about this area, there 
were plenty of men to come to the shows. Sally 
Rand performed her signature fan dance for the 
opening and again for the closing of the magnificent 
Alhambra Theater. The Music Circus brought tradi-
tional burlesque sketch comedy and striptease back 
in 1968 and again in 1976 with its revival show Hey-
day of Burlesque.   
 

In 1969, the trial of two dancers and the owner of 
the Pink Pussy Kat Club in Orangevale on charges of 
indecent exposure and obscenity brought national     

notoriety to Sacramento bur-
lesque. Judge Earl Warren 
Jr. declared the defendants 
not guilty, and changes were 
made in local and state 
regulations defining when a 
performer could show total 
nudity. (It could occur in a 
theater, but not where alco-
holic beverages could be 
consumed.) These became 
the basis for national and 
international standards. 
 

In the 1970s, nude, pole, 
and lap dancing—which are 
NOT burlesque dancing—

came into being. By the 1990s, neo-burlesque, a 
modern revival of traditional burlesque appeared. It 
should be noted that burlesque does not require any 
striptease. Several neo-burlesque groups perform in 
Sacramento at this time, including the evening’s fea-
tured Bodacious Bombshells. Meanwhile, burlesque 
comics brought sketch and slapstick comedy with 
them to early radio and television shows on which 
they were the stars. Today, Two Broke Girls on CBS is 
keeping burlesque sketch comedy alive. Earlier, the 
Keystone Cops, the Three Stooges, and the Marx 

Brothers had brought burlesque comedy to film. 

One of the singular moments of the evening was the 
introduction of special guest Patty Russell, a retired 
burlesque dancer who danced as Patty O’Farrell. She 
performed in Chicago and elsewhere, including Sac-
ramento, and 17 years in West Sacramento, where 
she later owned the former Brick Shot House bar. She 
is active in the Burlesque Historical Society. It was a 

treat to have her join us.   

  

June 2, 1959  Sac. Union 

Patty Russell shares stage memories. Photo from an article   

written for Valley Community Publications by Lance Arm-

strong, who received an award for his historical writing.  

Note #2: Armstrong’s article appeared on Jan 8, 2010; it’s 

a nice read. Go to valcomnews.com and search by date or 

by entering Patty Russell in the search box.– PT 
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Wednesday     

April 9 

6—7 PM 

Doors open 

at 5:30 

A Night at the State Library   Historian author 
Gary Noy, who teaches history at Sierra College, 
will read from his new book, Sierra Stories: Tales of 
Dreamers, Schemers, Bigots and Rogues. Free to 

those who register, print ticket & show it at door.  

Stanley Mosk Library & Courts Bldg         

914 Capitol Mall, Sacramento 

Tix: Go to www.eventbrite.com and type 

“night at the state library” in search box. 

Hope you get this in time to attend! -PT 

Wednesday   

April 16 

6:30 PM Gold on the Diamond   Baseball historian and SCHS 

member Alan O’Connor will discuss Sacramento's 

rich baseball history using a stunning collection of 

historic photos, trading cards and programs. 

Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven Lib. 

7335 Gloria Drive, Sacramento 

 

Saturday      

May 3 

10 AM Melody and Murder    Much-loved musicians and 

teachers, cacophonous conductors, perforated pian-

ists, and ill-fated instrumentalists all vie for your 

attention on this rhythmic tour. Free, but donations 

appreciated. Park across street at Works building. 

Old City Cemetery                           

Broadway at 10th Street, Sacramento   

916-448-0811                                        

oldcitycemetery.com 

Sat. & Sun. 

May 3 & 4,  

mornings & 

afternoons 

10 AM or   

1 PM or      

4 PM 

Jane Jacobs Walks  History tour meets urban plan-

ning discussion. Tours include downtown art deco, 

midtown business district streetcar, and Alkali Flat, 

plus a downtown mid-century bike ride. Starting 

times and locations vary. More info TBA from SOCA. 

Sacramento Old City Association            

PO Box 162140, Sacramento, CA 95816  

916-202-4815                                                               

sacoldcity.org/?page_id=916 

Out & ABOUT 
DATE                   TIME                              EVENT                                                 PLACE & CONTACT 

Please deliver by April 9, 2014 
2013 Board of Directors 

 President: Greg Voelm 
 Vice President: William Burg 
 Corresponding Secretary: Lisa Wire  
 Treasurer: Dan Winkelman 
 History Consortium: Dr. Bob LaPerrière  
  
   
  Members-at-Large 
 

  Maryellen Burns-Dabaghian, Clare Ellis, Doug Fowler,  
  Tom Herzog, Patricia Turse, Greg Wellman  
                                                              
  Membership: Jenan Saunders 
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